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Solution by BEHJ. F. YANNEY, A. M., Professor of Mathematics, Mount Union College, Alliance, 0. 

In The American Mathematical Monthly, No. 1, Vol. I, Dr. Dickson 
gives the following formulae for finding lowest integers representing the sides of 
a right triangle: m-\-]/(2mn), n+j/(2mn), wi+n + i/(2mn), in which m and n 
are shown to be integers, prime to each other, the one an odd square, the other 
twice any square, except such as would make m and n have a common factor. 

We may represent, then, m and n by (2r+l) 2 and 28 s , respectively. 

Now, if any one of the three sides of a rational right triangle is divisible 
by 5, so then also is their product; and, conversely. 

The product of the three sides, represented by the above formulae, is 
5ro 8 n-t-5mn B 46mw|/(2»in) + (m 8 +ji 8 (j/(2mM), the first three terms of which 
are evidently divisible by 5. Then, substituting in the last term for m and n 
their equals, (2r+l) 2 and 2s°, we have 

2s(2r+l)[(2r+l) 4 + 4s*]....(l). 

Again, all possible integers may be represented by 5k+l, 5k + 2, 5k-j-'S, 
5k+4, and 5k+5. 

It is plain that if s— -5k + 5, (1) will be divisible by 5, no matter what 
value r may have. So, too, if r=5£+2, no matter what s may equal. We still 
have to show that the last factor of (1) is divisible by 5 when s has any other 
value than 5k-\-5, while at the same time r has any other value than 5&-f-2. 

Note that under these conditions all the literal terms of (2r+l) 4 and 4s 4, 
are divisible by (5), while the numerical term of (2r+l) 4 always ends with 1, 
and that of As* with 4; hence the numerical term of (2r+l) 4 44s* always ends 
with 5. Therefore, in any case, (1) is divisible by 5, which proves the 
proposition. 

Corollary. By the same method, it may be proven' that one of 
the numbers representing the legs of a rational right triangle must be divisible 
by 3. Dr. Dickson has shown that one must be divisible also by 4. 



PROBLEMS FOR SOLUTION. 



ARITHMETIC. 

134. Proposed by ALOIS F. KOVARIK, Instructor in Mathematics and Science, Decorah Institute, Decorab, 
Iowa. 

A certain piece of land is surrounded by a four-board fence, the boards being 16 feet 
long. The number of acres in the land equals the number of boards in the fence. How 
many acres in the land ? 

135. Proposed by NELSON L. EORAY, Brigdeton, N. J. 

If 6 is one-half of 10, what part of 20 is 12 ? Also what part of 30 is 10 ? 
#** Solutions of these problems should be sent to B. F. Finkel not later than Dec. 10. 



